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of which he was the originator, faltered. In the early hours of August 28 he made a belated appeal to the newspapers to cancel the publication of the official indictment, but his request could not be complied with for technical reasons. With the publication on August 28 of charges and counter-charges the breach between Kornilov and the government was complete and the offer of mediation made the same evening by Sir George Buchanan on behalf of the diplomatic corps had no practical consequences. Kerensky issued stringent orders to check the advance of the cavalry corps which Savinkov had sought as a defense against the Bolsheviks. Exaggerated rumors of the progress of the troops created near panic among the supporters of the government. These fears were devoid of foundation. The movement of the echelons was obstructed by the railway workers and, what was far more important, the morale of the Cossacks and cavalrymen under Kornilov's orders was not different from that of the rest of the Russian army: the men did not wish to fight, least of all in a civil war. As Miliukov tersely put it, "The issue here, as at the front, was decided not by the leaders but by the common soldiers." Kornilov's reputation as a stern disciplinarian responsible for the restoration of the death penalty in the army was not an asset. Moreover, the commander in chief, suffering from a severe attack of fever, had remained at his headquarters in Mogilev. Leaderless, scattered along railway tracks with no facilities for feeding men or horses, subject to the relentless propaganda of the local Soviets, the idle and hungry soldiers of the "counter-revolutionary" army spent endless hours in debating the insoluble issue: Who was the real traitor—Kornilov or Kerensky? On August 30 General Krymov, commander of the cavalry corps, was arrested at Luga and sent to Petrograd, where, after an interview with the prime minister, he shot himself. On the same day (August 31) delegates of the Kornilov troops were received by Kerensky and pledged obedience to the Provisional Government* The "mutiny" was over.
Contrary to expectations Komilov, reputedly entrenched in Mogilev with a strong body of loyal troops, surrendered without firing a shot (September 1) and, with several other army leaders, was imprisoned in Bykhov. On August 30 Kerensky became commander in chief, an office he combined with that of prime minister. Simultaneously General Alelcseev took over the duties of chief of staff, but he resigned ten days later because the government insisted on trying the officers in-

